Book Reviews -Buchbesprechungen
The book is indexed, printed on good paper, and lacks significant typographical errors. Along with Volumes 1 and 2 of this series, it is a must for any investigator interested in, or using these rare, magnificent animals. This book is an experimental effort in summarizing and correlating available knowledge on diseases of wild birds. It is concerned primarily with infectious diseases (viral, bacterial, Rickettsia], mycotic, parasitic) but also has chapters on neoplasms and toxins.
Assuming that the book be representative of present knowledge as pertains to diseases of wild birds, it serves to emphasize the comparative lack of such, especially as to lesions and their cause. Diseases that are known to be peculiar to wild birds, especially those not valued as game or for direct economic reasons, are few. I suggest this is from a lack of interest and search for such by scientists rather than from nonoccurrence.
The papers are by various authors. They may deal either with a single disease (avian pneumoencephalitis, duck plague, salmonellosis, endoparasites) or groups of viruses (arboviruses, pox, avian cholera, Listeriosis). More information is given on those diseases of importance to either the economy or health of man. For some reason, there is no mention of Cestoda or Trematoda but a worthwhile presentation on Nematoda. Usually the presentations are directed more to consideration of etiologic agents rather than to the disease per se. Usually there is no information on physiology or anatomy of the disease. Illustrations are generally of poor quality and poorly referenced. The line drawings of nematodes are good, however. Most chapters have a good bibliography.
I recommend the book to any with interest in the diseases of wild birds. It serves as an introduction and guide to the area. Also, its deficiencies emphasize the opportunities for original contributions from any of the scientific disciplines relating to disease, especially pathology.
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